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USK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ATmUAL  HEPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HS/J.TH  FOR  1956. 


To  The  ChajjrnB.n  and  Members  of 

The  Usk  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ifedam  and  Gentlemen, 


Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  oiDcration  in  July,  19^8, 
attezation  has  been  focussed  on  the  amount  of  sickness  and  the  rising  cost  of  treatment. 
Much  of  this  sickness  is  preventable , hence  the  inportancc  of  preventive  medicine  and 
its  associated  pzroblens.  Preventive  services  are  chiefly  administered  by  Local  Government 
Authorities  and  may  be  divided,  broadly  peaking,  into  two  groups  - the  personal  and 
the  environmental.  The  County  Coizncil  is  responsible  for  the  personal  health  services, 
Usk  Urban  District  Council  as  a Local  Authority,  is  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  environmental  services.  Since  the  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a 
mixed  appointment,  a close  liaison  betv/een  the  two  types  of  services  is  maintained. 


Environmental  Hygiene  is  just  as  important  to-day,  as  ever  it  was,  if  community 
health  is  to  be  maintained  and  inproved.  Bad  housing  v/ith  inadequate  ventilation  and 
overcrowding,  insanitary  workplaces  and  offices,  overcrowded  and  insanitary  schools, 
overflowing  dustbins,  inadequate  methods  of  sewage  disposal  are  a few  exaiples  of 
conditions  ■vdiich  may  well  spread  disease.  The  crowded  house  or  school  is  a menace  not 
only  bdeause  of  the  risk  of  infection  and  accident,  but  also  because  of  the  fzrustratiozi 
and  misery  which  might  easily  iipair  bad  physical  and  mental  health. 


Applicants  for  houses  within  the  Urban  District  are  few,  and  we  are  fortunate  that 
thC2?e  is  no  appreciable  overcrowding.  There  are  some  10  individual  houses  in  an  advanced 
state  of  disrepair  and  these  are  receiving  attention.  An  adequate  supply  of  pure  and 
wholesome  water  is  provided  by  the  Pontypool  Gas  and  T/7ater  Corpany  and  a modem  sevAge 
disposal  plant  has  replaced  the  old  and  ineffective  settlement  tank  and  sludge  lagoon, 
P.efLzse  Disposal  is  satisfactozry  but  a minority  of  householders,  slow  to  appreciate  the 
risk  to  public  health,  still  do  not  observe  the  necessity  for  providing  refuse  bins 
with  closely  fitted  lids. 


The  estimated  population  of  Usk  Urban  District  for  1956  remains  at  1,680,  There  has 
been  a significant  rise  in  the  Birth  rate  which  now  corrpares  favourably  with  the 
corresponding  rate  for  the  Country  generally.  There  v/erc  three  infant  deaths  in  1956 
as  coizpared  with  one  in  1955,  which  accounts  for  the  axiprociable  rise  in  the  infant 
mortality  rate.  The  general  death  rate  has  also  sho-vm  an  r^pward  trend  and  is  sigificantly 
higher  than  that  in  both  County  and  Coutnitry,  A closer  study  of  the  tom’s  mortality 
statistics  reveals  that  although  many  more  of  us  can  expect  to  reach  65  to  70  years  of 
age  there  arc  very  few  old  people  (70+)  living  longer  to-day  than  did  their  fathers  and 
grandfathers.  An  increased  nizmber  of  deaths  now  occurring  in  the  advanced  age  group  this 
naturc^Uy  gives  riseto  the  overall  higher  death  rate. 


Once  again  we  find  that  the  main  cause  of  mortality  has  been  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system  which  claimed  50^  of  the  total  deaths, In  this  group  Coronary 
Disease  occiq^ied  pride  of  p>lace.  The  x^ercentage  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Cancer 
was  109^,  Only  one  death  was  attributed  to  Cancer  of  the  Lung,  Accumulating  evidence, 
both  statistical  and  epidemiological,  sux:>ports  the  view  that  smoking  is  linked  with 
Cancer  of  the  Lung,  Separate  investigation  in  various  countries  has  agreed  that 
Lung  Cancer  patients  smoke  significantly  more  than  any  grorp  of  controls  and  the 
risk  of  developing  this  disease  ax^x^ears  to  be  greater  according  to  the  number  of 
cigarettes  smoked.  Until  proved  otherwise,  this  li'ik  cazinot  be  dismissed.  However, 
even  if  tobacco  is  considered  as  the  xi^iacipal  cause  of  lung  cancer  other  causa.tive 
factors  may  also  be  involved.  It  axipears  that  there  must  also  be  a constitutional 
factor  since  all  cigarette  smokers  do  not  develop  carcinana  of  the  lung  or  upper 
respiratory  system.  The  disease  appears  to  be  associated  v/ith  certain  types  of 
occi:pations  and  air  pollution.  Obviously  further  research  is  required.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  hanpered  thzrough  non-notification  of  this  disease,  but  mortality 
statistics  indicate  thnt,  as  yet.  Cancer  of  the  Lung  does  not  rank  as  one  of  the  main 
causes  of  izzorbidity  in  Usk.  77ith  a x^opulation  v/eighted  by  the  elderly  one  expects  an 
appreciable  percentage  of  mortality  from  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  so  it  is  not 
surprising  that  13»3%  of  the  deaths  in  the  town  are  attributed  to  Respiratory  Diseases, 
But  following  on  the  beneficient  revolution  in  the  arts  of  prevention  and  healing 
only  one  of  these  deaths  resulted  fx-ora  Tuberculosis, 
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Domicilliarv  Midwifery  and  Nursing;  Services. 

There  is  one  District  Midv/ife/Wurse  operating  in  the  Usk  Ur'ban  Di.=;triot.  Due 
to  the  continued  upward  trend  in  the  number  of  institutional  confinements,  there 
has  been  a decline  in  the  calls  made  on  the  domiciliary  midvd-fe.  Hospital 
confinement  has  become  increasingly  popular  either  for  social,  obstetric  or 
financial  reasons.  This  trend  is  likely  to  continue  so  long  as  it  remains  cheaper 
for  a mother  to  have  her  baby  in  hospital  than  at  home. 

While  the  call  on  the  domiciliary  midwife  has  become  less,  there  has  been  an 
increasing  demand  for  the  services  of  the  District  Nirrse,  Ma3ny  of  the  town's  elderly 
arc  classified  as  chronic  sick  and  under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  have  them  admitted  to  hospital.  It  is  in  this  type  of  case  moro  than 
any  other  that  the  work  of  the  district  nurse  has  proved  invaluable.  In  recent 
years  she  has  also  been  extremely  useful  in  administering  the  necessary  treatment 
to  the  tuberculous  case  nursed  at  home. 
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Dioring  the  past  year  there  ■were  again  no  deaths  of  Mothers  frani  pregnancy,  child 
hirth  or  abortion  in  Usk,  As  vre  still  liave  no  accurate  means  of  measuring  Maternal 
morbidity  vi/e  cannot  assess  ill-health  after  child  bearing.  The  social  causes  of  such 
ill-health  may  be  attributed  to  bad  housing,  poor  nutrition,  insufficient  help  in  the 
home  and  I/bthers  being  obliged  to  work  during  late  x^^regnancy  and  too  soon  afterwarr^s. 
But  post--war  Welfare  facilities  and  health  education  liave  gone  a long  way  towards 
promoting  the  health  of  the  Mother  both  dxuring  and  after  child  birth, 

mTERMZPY  AM)  CHILD  WEIiF/d^. 


The  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  at  Usk  is  held  on  the  Thinrsday  of  each  -week  with  a 
Doctor  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance.  Mothers  and  children  mder  5 years  of  age 
attend  this  Clinic,  It  is  desirable  for  expectant  mothers  to  attend  the  ante-natal 
clinic  each  month  \antil  the  28th  week  of  iDregnancy  and  fortnightly  thereafter,  A 
coii:prohensive  medical  examination  is  made,  blood  tests  taken  and  -weights  recorded, 
iuiy  departure  from  the  normal  may  then  be  detected  early  and  stej^s  taken  to  remedy  any 
abnormalities  which  nay  occur. 

Mothers  are  too  often  guil'ty  of  neglecting  their  own  well-being  but  are  generally 
eager  to  seek  ad^oe  on  the  care  of  their  young,  as  sho-vm  by  the  regiilar  and  good 
attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  last  year  there  wo.s  an  average  monthly  attendan 
of  108  babies  at  th^ clinic.  Tuberculin  testing,  vaccination  against  Small  Pox  and 
Inn’Jinisation  against  Diptheria  and  Whoojping  Cough  are  now  -well  established  routine 
procedures.  All  these  preventive  measures  show  an  up-ward  trend  in  1956,  I hope  that 
this  i:provx3jaent  -will  be  maintained,  it  is  still  our  aim  that  every  child  shoilLd  be 
adequately  protected  from  these  preventable  diseases. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALL  POX, 
N-umbers  Vaccinated, 


Ace  Group, 

1952, 

1953. 

mhjL 

1955, 

Under  1 year 

8 

19 

7 

12 

15 

1 - A years 

2 

2 

5 

5 

11 

3-14  years 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

15  years 

2 

3 

6 

- 

7 

Totals, 

12 

24 

18 

19- 

37 

Bffl/IUNIS/xTION  AGABJST  DIPHTHERB.  m 

Numbers 

immmised. 

Age  Group, 

1952. 

1953. 

1955. 

1956, 

0-4  years 

9 

22 

29 

20 

39 

5-9  years 

3 

33 

66 

11 

22 

Totals 

12 

55 

95 

31 

61 

The  year  1956  was  also  inportant  because  of  the  introduction  of  -vaccination 
against  Poliomyelitis,  This  -vaccine  is  given  on  a volxjntary  basis.  Due  to  limited 
s\q-^plies  only  those  bom  in  November  and  March  in  the  years  1947  ■''and  1954  -were  then 
-vaccinated.  All  -vaccinations  -were  terrporarily  suspended  on  30th  June,  1956,  This 
pi-o gramme  is  now  beihg  extended  to  include  all  children  bom  betv/een  the  years  1947 
and  1954 

(See-  a.ttached  slip  for  Domiciliary  I'/Iidwlfery  and  Nursing  Service,  ) 

Domestic  Help  Service. 


The  increasing  demand  on  the  semices  of  the  District  Nurse  has  been  coiipled 
■with  a steady  growth  in  the  Home  Help  Service,  A very  large  percentage  of  the  cases 
roqixlring  home  help  in  Usk  are  the  chronic  sick,  who  have  no  other  ^oerson  to  givf^  them 
the  necessary  domestic  assistance,  Dus  to  the  chronic  nature  of  thG'ir  illness,  old 
age,  mchanging  home  circums-tances,  most  of  o-^jr  cases  assisted  in  this  vay  are  long 
standir^g,  nevertheless,  they  are  under  cons 'bant  review. 


Domestic  Help  Service  (Continued,) 
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Because  of  the  fev/  domiciliary  confinements  in  the  district,  it  follows 
that  the  maternity  cases  seldom  asks  for  Home  Help, 

There  are  approximately  65  Domestic  Helps  in  the  No, 10  Area,  5 of  which  are 
enployed  in  Usk,  All  are  engaged  on  a tcii5)orary,  part-time  Basis, 

/imbulance  Service, 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  Ambulance  Service,  The  town  is  served 
by  an  ambulance  based  at  Usk  and  ambrGnnces  based  at  the  Pontypool  Depot  and  the 
central  control  at  Caerleon,  This  system  seems  to  work  reasonably  v/ell.  Central 
control  by  the  County  Council  aims  at  making  the  nx)st  economic  use  of  ambulances  and 
mutual  assistance  between  Local  Health  Authorities  avoids  as  far  as  possible, 
ambulances  r\3nning  empty.  Where  a trained  attendant  is  considered  necessary  this 
will  be  provided  on  the  request  of  the  General  Practitioner  in  charge  of  the  case. 

Health  Education, 


To-day,  it  is  second  nature  for  the  approi^riately  trained  staff  of  a Health 
Department,  whether  they  be  Health  Visitors,  Home  Nurses,  Public  Health  Inspectors 
or  Doctors  to  spread  the  go^^el  of  ^ood  hygiene  and  healthy  living.  We  have  concentrate 
our  attention  on  methods  of  health  education  through  home  visits  and  at  Clinics, 

Advice  is  given  on  Mothercraft,  home  management,  the  prevention  of  disease  and  accident 
aaid  the  upbringing  of  children.  The  results  of  health  education  cannot  be  measured 
statistically  but  its  success  is  obvious.  An  enlightened  public  v/ill  ho  longer  accept 
the  low  standards  of  hygiene  and  sanitation  that  once  prevailed  in  the  district, 

A progressive  general  knowledge  regarding  the  causation  of  disease  demands  preventive 
measures  as  illustrated  by  the  increasing  interest  in  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Mental  Health  Service 


The  County  Psychiatrist  was  appointed  in  for  the  purpose  of  a Mental  Health 

Service,  This  service  in  the  No,  10  Area,  now  operates  from  County  Hall,  Nevport, 

The  service  is  co-ordinated  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Hospital  Manageront 
Committee , 

No  Aduilt  Guiidance  Clinics  are  held  in  the  Area,  but  individual  cases-patients 
suffering  from  early  nervous  strain,  and  who  are  finding  difficulty  in  adjusting 
themselves  in  their  homes  or  at  their  work  - are  seen  by  Dr,  Cochrane  Dyatt,  the  County 
P^chiatrist  Hospital  Boari  Psychiatrist, 

Welfare  Service, 


The  Welfare  Officer  of  No,  10  /irea  caters  for  the  needs  of  Usk  Urban  District  as 
regards  Welfare  Service  which  comes  mthin  the  provisions  of  the  National 

Assistance  Act  ( 1 948-31 • ) 


VITAL  STATISTICS, 

iurea  in  Acres 653 

Population  (Estimated, ) ,.,,.,.,.,1 68O 

Inhabited  Houses.  

(According  to  Ra.tc  Book) 493 

^t cable  Value  £9,81 2 


Id,  Rr.te, 

, £36,  3.  9U, 

I/ive  Births, 

Total. 

K, 

P. 

1935. 

■ Usk  U.D,  County, 

England  and  Wales, 

Legitimate 

31 

15 

16 

Birth-rate) 

19,6  16,76 

13.7 

Uligitimte 

2 

1 

1 

per  1 ,000, ) 

Total 

33 

16 

17 

estimated  ) 
popuilation) 

VmL  STATISTICS  (Continued.) 


St j.ll-Blrths , Tote-lo  M.  F. 

Legitimate  - - - 

niigitirnate  - - - 

Total  - - - 


Deaths . 


All  causes 


30 


18  12 


Deaths  from  Cancer,  (All  ages, ) 
Deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung 


1955.  Usk  U.D. 

Rate  per  ) NIL 

1 ,000  total^ 
live  and  ; 
still-births) 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  population  NIL 


Death-rate)  17»G6 

per  1 ,000  ) 
estimated  ) 
population) 

= 3 (M.2  F.  1) 

= 1 (M.1  F,  O) 


Comty,  England  anc 
23.  C 


0.51 


11.6 


11.' 


Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy,  Child-birth,  Abortion  = 1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  = 3.M,  Infant  Ifortality  Rate  = 90.9 

(County)  Infant  Mortality  Rate  = 28,96 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis.) 
Classified  according  to  ap;e  and  sex. ) 


Disease,  , 

Sexo  0-A. 

10-19. 

20-29. 

50  -plus. 

Total, 

Measles, 

M.  - 

— 

•• 

. .. 

0 

F, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

0 

Whooping 

M. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Cough 

F. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Scarier 

M. 

— 

- 

... 

...  .. 

- 

0 

Fever. 

F. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Diphtheira 

M. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

F, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

0 

Polio- 

M. 

— 

0 

rnyelitis. 

F. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Cerebro- 

^inal 

M. 

. 

. 

0 

ILningitis, 

F. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Erysipelas 

M. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

F. 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- - 

- 

0 

Acute 

Prirx.ry 

M. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

F. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

E^^sentery 

M. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

F. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

0 

life-laria 

M. 

— 

- 

0 

F. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Acute 

M. 

- 

0 

Encephalit  i s 

Fo 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis 
Notified  Pulr-onary 
Deaths. 

Pi].ni'uia  rj 

M,  1 
F.  1 

M,  0 
F..  1 

Non-puliiionary 
Non-pulr.iJna  ry 

M.  0 
F.  1 

Ih  0 
F,  0 

Walesn 
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Infectious  Diseases, 


During  the  year  1936  there  were  no  fatalities  from  Infectious  Diseases  with  the 
exception  of  1 case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Notifioatious  a.lso,  fx-om  this  groi;p 
of  diseases,  have  steadily  declined.  Whereas  Infectious  Diseases  were  the  mjor  cause 
of  moi-tality  in  this  country  30  years  ago,  very  few  deaths  are  attributed  to  them  to-day. 
Diseases  such  as  Typhoid  Dover  and  Cholera  are  nov/  conspicuous  by  their  absence, 
Nevei-theless  it  is  ecsontial  to  maintain  constant  vigilance  on  oxrr  water  supplies, 
oovvrage  and  refuse  disposal^  food  hygieno  etc. 

Diphtheria  is  another  exan^jle  of  a disease  v/hich  plays  a minor  role  in  both 
morbidity  and  mortality.  It  is  well  Icnown  that  a sudden  drop  in  the  number  of  cases 
and  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria  can  only  be  attributed  to  successful  irxTunisation  which 
wa.s  universally  adopted  in  this  comtry  in  1942,  But,  if  we  are  to  continue  in  this 
conparative  freedom  then  a high  level  of  imraunity  must  be  maintained.  Hence  the 
inportance  of  parents  securing  adequate  protection  for  their  children. 

The  severity  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  varied  periodically  since  the  time  it  vra.s  first 
described  as  Scarlatina  by  Sydenham  in  I676,  At  that  time  it  v«as  of  a mild  typo,  then 
it  became  severe  v/ith  devastating  effects.  In  the  early  19th  Century  it  became  mild 
again  with  reversion  to  the  virulent  type  in  IO3O,  Since  IO7O,  it  has  become  gradually 
milder,  ^ Although  no  cases  were  notified  in  Usk  in  1956  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  notification  was  inconplete  due  to  the  mild  type  of  the  attaa eking  haemolytic 
streptococci.  This  change  in  virulence  cannot  be  explained  by  inprovements  in  sanitath. 
but  appears  to  be  more  of  a change  in  the  host  parasite  relationship. 

Possibly , being  an  inter- epidemic  year,  there  were  no  notifications  of  measles. 

The  general  level  of  incidence  of  measles  does  not  seem  to  loave  varied  greatly  ofi 
recent  years,  but  corplications  appear  less  often  and  there  has  been  a decline  in  the 
number  of  deaths.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  fall  in  mortality  is  largely  a 
matter  of  decreased  severity  and  inpi-uvud  -bii'oct+rnent. 

For  some  years  Whooping  Cough  has  been  one  of  the  most  dreaded  and  crippling 
fiisoases  of  infancy  in  this  Coimtry,  If  conpleteness  of  notiflc-atT-^ii  is  accepted  then 
the  lov/  incidence  in  Usk  is  indeed  satisfactory.  Fever  cacoa  of  vThooping  Cough  are 
narui'ally  to  be  expected  now  that  airple  opportunity  fox'  notification  is  available  to 
a'l  healthy  chillren.... 


Tuberculosis  contin^aes  to  claim  its  victims  because  there  still  remain  a nucleus 
of  infective  cases  in  tl:e  pop\ilation.  Perhaps  these  unfortunate  people  do  not  know 
that  they  are  tuberculous  and  capable  of  passing  it  on  to  neighbour  or  relative,  but 
on  the  other  hand,  they  may  be  suspicious  yet  loathe  to  consult  their  Doctor  for  fear 
of  being  branded,  losing  their  Job,  etc.  Many  of  these  unknown  cases  are  later  found 
amongst  the  elderly  and  appear  to  have  suffered  from  a ’bad  chest*  for  years.  These 
are  a danger  to  the  community.  Most  patients  become  tuberculous  from  breathing  in  the 
organisms  discharged  into  the  air  by  an  infected  person  coughing,  talking,  sneezing  or 
by  breathing  in  infected  dust.  Occasionally,  they  may  get  it  from  infected  food 
especially  milk,  G-reater  the  degree  of  contact  then  greater  the  risk  of  developing 
the  disease.  Overcrowding,  poverty  and  certain  occupations  also  have  their  adverse 
Siffect  on  tuberculosis.  Nearly  ever;y  adult  has  had  tuberculosis  in  a non— clinical 
form.  We  can  find  out  about  this  by  the  tuberculin  test,  which  is  now  a routine 
procedure  in  our  schools  and  infant  welfare  clinics,  and  all  positive  reactors  are^ 
then  X-rayed,  School  leavers  are  X-iayed  annually  by  the  mass  xa.diogia.phy  unit  which 
is  also  available  periodically  to  the  general  public.  In  1936,  only  two  cases  of 
liilmicnary  & one  of  non-pulmionary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  in  this  toi^Ji,  but 
if  the  reservoir  of  infection  is  to  be  discovered  and  eradicated  then  it  would  appear 
advisable  for  everyone  of  I3  years  and  over  to  be  X-rayed  annually,  Unfoirtunately  this 
cannot  be  done  as  the  mass  radiography  uxiits  are  too  few  at  resent. 

Until  1900,  little  was  known  about  Poliomyelit.is,  The  illness  was  first  descrabea 
in  this  country  in  1795,  hut  not  until  1863  do  we  find  recoxrds  of  its  occurrence  in 
epidemic  form.  Since  I9OO,  however,  it  has  become  evident  that  Poliomyelitis  is 
world-wide  in  its  distribution,  but  its  clinical  behaviour  varies  from  place  to  place. 

It  is  now  generally  accepted  that  it  is  a highly  infectious  disease  primarily  RffectJrg 
children  and  spread  largely  by  human  contact.  The  spread  of  Polionyelitis  is 
facilitated  in  coianunities  where  sanitation  is  primitive  and  living  conditions 
overcrowded  and  poor. 
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-in  such  areas,  infection  and  intiiunity  are  acquired  at  an  early  ago  v/ith  the  actual  disease 
sLX)uldorang  itidof iaitely,  rarely  giving  rise  to  explosive  outbreaks.  On  the  other  hand 
viiore  sanitation  is  more  advanced,  contact  with  the  virus  occurs  at  a later  ago,  so  that 
-•nfection  and  axinunity  are  iDore  slowly  acquired.  Hence  periodic  epidemics  of  ?oliomige].iti  s 
are  to  bo  found  in  the  more  enlightened  communities  with  high  living  standards.  It  would 
seem,  therefore  tlmt  artificial  immunisation  offers  a greater  measure  of  success  in  the 
prevention  of  Polioiiyelitis  rather  than  atterrpts  to  rid  the  environment  of  the  causative 
o.ugcdism.  The  year  1956  was  assured  of  a place  in  epidemiological  history  as  the  year 
in  which  policyelitis  vaccine  was  tried  in  Britain.  It  demonstrated  that  the  vaccine  is  safe 

The  public  response  to  vaccination  has  been  encouraging.  The  Research  Defence  Society 
has  issued  a pamphlet  on  antipolioiyeliti§  vaccination  in  which  pertinent  questions  are 
answered  candidly, 

^ kVc  are  fortunate  in  this  distirict  that  there  have  been  conparatively  fevT’  outbreaks 
of  j?ood  ioisoning.  The  standards  of  food  hygiene  generally  have  shov/n  an  increase  of 
-i-nprovemcnt , I feel  that  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  health  education  and  an  enlightened 
public  are  slowly  having  the  desired  effect  in  the  eradication  of  Pood  Poisoning, 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.M.Harvey,  B.Sc.  M.B,,  B.Ch. ,D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


USK  UEB/iN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sessions  House, 
Usk,  Mon. 

To  The  Chairnnn  and  Members  of 

The  Usk  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr,  Chainmn,  Idadam  and  Gentlemen, 

I "beg  to  submit  njy  report  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the  district  during  the 
year  195^, 

INSPECTIONS. 

Houses  92 

Re-in^^ections  

Schools hr 

Nuisances  47 

Dairies 6 

Premises  where  food  is  prei^ared  and  sold  *122 

Pactorie s and  Workshop s 1C 

Water  supplie s 7 

Disinf e ctions  1 

Disinfestations  61 

Miscellaneous  3 

HOUSING. 

1,  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:- 

(1)  ^^a)  Total  nijmber  of  dT/ellings  inspected  for  housing  defects  during  the 

year  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  92 

, (b)  N\:imber  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 92 

(11)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  (inclioded  under  sub-heading  (1)  above)  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1923.«22 

(b)  Number  of  infections  made  for  the  j)Utpose  22 

(111)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  10 

(iv)  Number  of  dvellings  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub- head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation 8 

2,  Remedy  of  defects  dujring  the  year  vd-thout  service  of  fomal  notice 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  Officers  27 
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3#  Action  mder  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  "10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936.. Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(i)  Nmber  of  dwelling  houses  in  ixj^ect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  def e ct s to  be  remedied  3 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were  r*emedied  after  service 

of  Ponml  Notices Nil 

(a)  By  Orders Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936:- 

(l)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orxiers 


were  made  Nil 

(ll)  Nuriber  of  houses  demolished  in  p\irsuance  of  Demolition  Orders Nil 


OVERCROVroiNG. 


Very  little  overcrowding  exists  in  Usk.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  persons 
living  in  ax^artments  in  overcrowded  conditions,  have  been  given  priority  by  the 
Council  when  Council  houses  become  vacant.  No  Coimcil  houses  were  erected  d\rring  the 
past  year* 


HOUSING  REPAIRS. 

The  position  relating  to  housing  repairs  did  not  present  any  diffic\rlty,  ov/ing 
to  the  cb-operation  of  landlords.  No  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  past 
year. 


POST  W\R  HOUSING. 


The  site  at  the  Ladyhill  Estate  has  been  fully  develov^ed  and  contains  52  houses, 
IfLso  on  this  site  24  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Prison  Commissioners, 

The  erection  of  private  dwellings  is  proceeding  slowly  and  ux^  to  the  present 
65  x^^i'vate  dwellings  have  been  erected, 

CAR/iV/iNS, 


No  caravans  vrore  stationed  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  only  ground  used  for  caravan  purposes  is  the  mrket  Ground  which  is  used 
solely  for  the  accommodation  of  caravans  during  the  Annml  Trinity  Pair,  Water 
supply  and  sanitation  are  provided. 


SCHOOLS. 


Sanitation  and  water  suxoplies  to  the  schools  are  satisfactory.  The  schools 
are  frequently  visited  and  the  conveniences  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  The  standard,  of  cleanliness  at  the  Usk  Secondary  Ifodom  School  Canteen 
is  highly  satisfactory. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  to\m  is  served,  by  the  Pontypool  G-as  and  Water  Conpany's  Y/ater  Undertaking 
£snd  with  the  exception  of  six  houses,  which  are  distant  from  tho  maijaa,  ahl  houses 
have  a piped  water  su  pi^ly. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSi'X. 


The  mjority  of  houses  in  the  District  are  connected  to  the  town  Sewers. 

The  New  Sewage  system  vdiich  cojne  into  operation  during  1955  is  now  working  satisfac- 
torily, after  a few  preliminary  tcethiaig  troubles.  The  old  settlement  tank  and  sludge 
lagoon  have  now  been  dispensed  with  ana  "filled  in,”  During  the  year  some  18  houses 
were  connected  to  the  new  system, 

REFUSE  DISPOSilL. 


Under  a ne¥/  arrangelent  with  the  Pontypool  Rural  District  Council,  it  was 
arranged  for  the  Pontypool  Rirral  District  Council  to  collect  refuse  once  weekly  in 
the  Usk  Urban  District,  Until  the  latter  part  of  1955,  all  refuse  was  collected  by 
the  Usk  Urban  District  Council,  however,  owing  to  the  additional  commitments  with 
the  operation  of  the  new  di^osal  plant,  this  could  not  be  undertaken  without  the 
taking  on  of  additional  staff.  The  new  arrangement  is  v/orking  ga.tisfactorily. 

All  tip)ping  is  carried  out  at  the  nev/iy  acquired  ti^-)  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town.  Tipping  operations  are  carried  out  on  the  "Controlled  System"  lines, 

DISINFESTATION, 


The  sewers  are  treated  and  inspected  as  often  as  is  required,  i.e,  every  six 
months.  Infestation  is  on  a very  minor  scale. 

Very  few  persons  reported  the  xj^rosence  of  rats  on  their  x'^i’omises,  and  these 
infestations  were  dealt  with  immediately. 

The  refuse  tix:)  is  periodically  treated  and  infestation  kcx>t  to  aa  minijmmi, 

FOODSTUFFS. 


All  foodshops,  bakehouses  and  restaurants  were  insxoected  during  the  year, 

/ill  are  x>2^vided  v/ith  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  accomodation  and 
washing  facilities. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT  1954.  Sla.u^ghter  of  /jnima.ls  (iunendment  Act, ) 

Following  decontrol  of  Meat  on  2nd  July,  195A,  one  slaughter-house  in  the 
/irea,  privately  owned  was  licensed  by  the  Council,  In  conformity  with  Regulations, 
Notice  of  fixed  tines  of  slaughtering  has  been  received.  Slaughtering  is  carried  out 
on  one  afternoon  and  two  evenings  per  week. 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 

Bovine . Sheeip/Lambs,  Pigs. 


Number  killed  177  1060  255 

Nimber  in^Dected 13^  9^4  211 


i 
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All  Diseases  (except  Tuberculosis.) 

TIThole  co.rco.ses  condemned  ,Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 247 

Tuhcrcul.osis  Only. 

^^hole  Carcases  condemned Nil, 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  


4 


Total  weight  of  meat  found  unfit  18  cvrfc,  7 Ihs. 

Total  Ifeat  Inspection  visits 116 


Mlk  Distribution  and  Dairy  Premises. 

Particulars  of  dairies  and  dairy  premises  on  the  Registers  at 
31st  December,  1955: 


Dairioa  2 

Mlk  Distributors  . 4 

There  are  no  p>asteurising  or  sterilising  plants  in  the  area. 

The  two  dairies  and  vehicles  of  the  distributors  are  in^Dected  regularly 
and  the  sanples  of  milk  taken  were  found  to  be  of  the  standards  required. 


FACTORIES  ACTS. 


1,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector: - 


Nunber  _ NUI\<[HER  OF 

Premises.  on  Inspections.  Written  Occupiers 

Register.  Notices.  Ihrosecuted. 


(1)  Factories  in 
•fdiich  Sections 
1 ,2,3,4?^  3-^  4 

to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  0 

above  in  which 
Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L/A. 

(iii)  Other  premises 

in  which  Sect,  7 2 

is  enforced  by 
the  L/ti., 


6 


24 


12 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Total  14  42  Nil  Nil 


2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Prosecutions 


MJl/IBER  OF  D5PECTS 

PAET  ICUL/iRS , Found,  Romedied,  Referred  to 

by  K.M.I, 


Vixat  of  cleanliness  (S.1.)  2 2 

0/orcro-wd5ng  (S,2)  

Unx'oasomble  Tenperature  - - 

Inadequate  Ventilation - - 

Ineffective  drainage  of  Floors  1 1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 

(^a)  Insuff iciont -*  - 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
^not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) - ~ 

Totals  3 3 


I am,  l!Iadara  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Robert  F.  Davies,  M.A.P.H.I, , M.R.I.P.H.H 
Public  Health  Inspector. 


